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Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them;
let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord.
Psalm 96 v 12

www.allsaintschurchlawton.co.uk Sharing the love of Jesus in our community
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Who’s Who at All Saints’?

Margaret Cruxton**

Tel:01270 876366

Bev Boulton**

Tel:01270 874491

John Atkins

Not Available

Jane Baker

Tel:01270 876363

Bev Boulton

Tel:01270 874491

Dty. Church Warden

Paul Cruxton

Tel:01270 876366

Verger

Joyce Fletcher

Tel:01270 874219

Secretary PCC

Vacancy

Treasurer PCC

Yvonne Banks

Tel:01782 782571

Church Flowers

Jackie Moss

Tel:01782 771067

Lawton Light!

Jane Baker

Tel:01270 876363

Musical Director

Margaret Cruxton

Tel:01270 876366

Church Wardens

** Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your
home, to listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you.
Nothing is too trivial, and nothing is beyond the reach of God's
love and grace.
All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.
We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your
need.
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Letter for January
Looking to the New
Year

is entirely focused on winning the
race and gaining the prize. Like
Paul, we have to be single-minded
in making Jesus the focus of
everything we do. How can we go
The month of January is named
deeper in our prayer life and Bible
after the Roman god Janus, who is
reading this year? What will it
depicted as having two faces. As
mean to better serve Christ in our
we look back on a difficult year
workplace and neighbourhood, or
dominated by the pandemic, how
family and children?
should we look forward to 2022
with fresh hope? The apostle Paul
writes: ‘But one thing I do:
forgetting what is behind and
straining towards what is ahead, I
press on towards the goal to win
the prize for which God has called
me heavenwards in Christ
Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14).
Firstly, to make a new start, you
need to forget the things which
are behind. Paul saw himself as an
athlete running for Christ and
purposely not looking back. He
refused to allow his past sins and
difficulties to define who he was.
By God’s grace, he no longer saw
himself that way. The same can
be true of ourselves, as we
confess our sins and failures to
receive God’s forgiveness and
new life.

Paul looked forward to the day
when he would stand before God,
who would say ‘well done, good
and faithful servant’. In light of all
that Jesus had done for him, Paul
wanted to give his very best to
Jesus. As we stand at the
beginning of this New Year, let’s
ask ourselves, ‘What can I do this
year that will help me bring glory
and honour to God?’
Secondly, we need to focus on the
Canon Paul Hardingham
considering 2022.
things that lie ahead. The athlete
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Reflected Faith
Series – Taking Down
Christmas
Happy New Year!
January is, of course, the time to take
down the decorations and put them
away for next year. In many churches
however, the Crib scene is left up
until the beginning of February – the
Feast of Candlemas. That
celebrates the Presentation of Christ
in the Temple.
It’s yet another moment of
‘illumination,’ and has a number of
meanings.
The date ‘set’ for Candlemas is the
2nd February each year and it marks
the midpoint of winter, halfway
between the shortest day and the
spring equinox. So, from that date
onwards the days begin to get longer
and the nights shorter.
It’s the day when we celebrate Mary
and Joseph taking their baby, Jesus,
to the Temple. The custom was set
down in Leviticus chapter 12, where
the parents presented the child to
the Lord, and received a blessing
from the priests. It was a picture of
the sacrifice of the first-born son,
giving him to the Lord.

As you take down your decorations,
think about where you will store
them ready for use next Christmas –
and also, how carefully you will put
them away.
Will the string of lights be a tangled
mess of knots when you take them
out of their wrappings or will you be
able to hang them straight on the
tree? One of the biggest concerns is
where to put the figure of baby
Jesus. It’s usually so small in a Crib
Set that it is easily lost and then the
Crib Set rather loses its meaning!
This month
Have a think about where you put
Jesus after Christmas. Not the figure
but the ‘real’ person. He’s easily left
in a virtual crib as a baby in our
minds, just like the wooden or plastic
figure in our attics or under the stairs.
If we keep Him as that lovely sweetsmelling-cute baby we miss out on
His teaching and miracles, we will fail
to understand and engage with His
massive love and compassion for
each of us on the cross – and most
importantly His resurrection. Death
is not the end.
Not for Him.
Not for us.
And not for our loved ones.
The Rev Dr Jo White continues her
walk through the church year.

Any ideas on a third
meaning? (Answer next month.)
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A New Year’s
Resolution from
Micah

Do justly - Be honest and open in
our dealings with others this year.
Be dependable. We should say
when things are going wrong and
be appreciative when they go
Will the Lord be pleased with
well. Be fair in our dealings,
thousands of rams, with ten
whether at home or at work or in
thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I
church. Keep confidences and
offer my firstborn for my
never pass on gossip.
transgression…? He has shown
you, O mortal, what is good, and
Love mercy - Give people the
what does the Lord require of
benefit of doubt, do not take
you: To act justly and to love
advantage of others and do not
mercy, and to walk humbly with
always criticise or complain.
your God. (Micah 6:7-8)
Accept apologies and
explanations where we can, and
I quite like olive oil; not the
be generous.
Popeye character but the cooking
ingredient. Although I am not sure
Walk humbly - Quietly get on
what I would do with even one
with things. Do not make a big
river of oil, and I have nowhere to
show of what we do.
put a ram.
Still, this is one of my favourite
Bible passages, and it is an ideal
one for lawyers. It sums up in a
very simple but helpful way what
true religion should be. That
makes it a good verse to start the
year. The message is simple: God
does not want empty promises or
lip service, but our real devotion,
from our heart.

Lastly, we are required to do
these things. They are not options
or choices but requirements. Like
many requirements in the Bible,
they are simple to understand,
but not always simple to do.
Happy New Year.
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers
the year ahead.

What does it mean for us?

6

Sunday
9th January
9.00am
Jackie will email everyone to confirm the
session and where it will be.
In Messy Church children and their parents/carers to have
fun learning about the Christian faith together through
different activities—crafts, cooking, games, songs…
If you would like to know more about
Messy Church please contact
Jackie Moss on 01782 771067
Or come along on the day.

A photograph from
Messy Christmas
party a lot of fun
had by all!
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God in the Sciences
Breathe
You show your majesty
In every star that shines,
And every time we breathe.
Your glory, God revealed
From distant galaxies
To here beneath our skin.
These words from the song
Magnificent by Matt Redman and
Jonas Myrin speak volumes to me
as a scientist. Redman is an
astronomy geek who has ‘an
appreciation for the universe that
surrounds us, particularly its
unique ability to lift our hearts to
see how massive and mysterious
God truly is’.*
The microscopic level on the other
hand – what goes on ‘beneath our
skin’ – is less available to ordinary
people. I have had the privilege of
exploring this world to my heart’s
content, and what I’ve seen has
given me such a sense of awe that
I want to share with others.

minute air pockets are covered
with blood vessels. The boundary
between air and blood is so thin
that oxygen and carbon dioxide
can diffuse freely from one to the
other.
When your heart beats at a
normal rate, a single red blood cell
takes about three quarters of a
second to travel through the
small blood vessels in your lungs.
But in just one third of that time, a
quarter of a second, that cell has
already received all the oxygen it
needs from the air. So, when you
exercise, causing your heart rate
to increase and the blood to flow
faster, you’re still getting plenty of
oxygen – as long as you keep
breathing!
Redman and Myrin wrote in their
song, “You are higher than we
ever could imagine, And closer
than our eyes could ever see.”
The universe demonstrates God’s
awesome power. This is a place
made by a being whose
imagination is not limited by time
and space.

Every time you breathe, a series of
Biology, on the other hand, helps
air pockets with a combined
to remind me of God’s creativity
surface area the size of a tennis
court is bathed with oxygen. These and closeness. I am a product of a
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long and painstaking process of
continued development over
aeons of time. Beneath my skin
are incredibly detailed, beautifully
regulated processes that give me
life. Jesus said that ‘even the very
hairs of your head are all
numbered.’ The knowledge that
God intentionally made me and
knows every detail of my
physiology is both amazing and
humbling.

God’s Aid
God to enfold,
God to surround,
God in speech-told,
God my thought-bound.
God when I sleep,
God when I wake,
God my watch-keep,
God my hope-sake.
God my life-whole,
God lips apart,
God in my soul,
God in my heart.
God Wine and Bread,
God is my death,
God my soul-thread,
God ever breath.

*Indescribable: Encountering the
Glory of God in the Beauty of the
Universe, Matt Redman & Louis
Giglio (David C. Cook, 2011)

This series is written by Dr Ruth M
Bancewicz, who is Church
Engagement Director at The
Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes
on the positive relationship
between Science and Christian
faith.
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Ancient Celtic Prayer

Meru’s Musings
Teasers
1. In a balloon stationary off the coast
of Ireland. I dropped two wine bottles
off the side, 1 full of wine the other
empty. Which one hit the ground
first.?
2. They can be made, laid down, bent,
and broken, although it is difficult to
touch them, what are they?
3. A woman has three daughters who
in turn each have three daughters. If
they all get together in one room,
how many pairs of grandmothers and
granddaughters are there?
4. What mathematical symbol can you
put between 2 and 3 to make a
number greater than 2, but less than
3.

Latin common phrases
It’s guaranteed that you have or will
run into some of these Latin terms in
anything including the lightest
reading. That’s because they’re
everywhere. In newspapers,
textbooks, manuals, et cetera. They
are used in, inter alia, academic
writing, text messaging, and, quite
extensively, law documents. So, they
are, ipso facto, very important to
know. Ergo, we thought it’s a good
idea to combine these Latin words
and phrases in one place and explain
what they mean so that when you run
into some of them next time, you go,
ha! I have seen this word somewhere
and I know what it means. So, Church
Lawtonians let’s get down to it.

1. a priori
A belief or conclusion based on
assumptions or reasoning of some
sort rather than actual experience or
empirical evidence. Before actually
encountering, experiencing, or
observing a fact.
2. a posteriori.
A fact, belief, or argument that is
based on actual experience,
experiment, or observation. After the
fact.
3. ad astra.
To the stars.
4. ad hoc.
For a particular situation, without
planning or consideration of some
broader purpose or application.
5. ad hominem.
Directed to a particular person rather
than generally, such as an attack on a
person rather than a position they are
espousing.
6. ad infinitum.
Repeat forever.
7. ad lib
Short for ad libitum. As you desire, at
one’s pleasure. To speak or perform
without preparation.
8. ad nauseam.
Repetition that has become annoying
or tiresome.
9. affidavit.
He has sworn. Sworn statement.

10. alma mater.
Nourishing, kind, bounteous
mother. School from which one
graduated.
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Meru Ullah

months, we will have updates on
how the squares are coming along
and what different colours we will be
requiring to complete the project
and of course more exact details
about our exhibition date.

CREATION
Our Community
Knitting Exhibition
Summer 2022

Again using our tried recipe of 4 inch
knitted squares.

Good News—with the lifting of the
coronavirus restrictions we are now
looking to relaunch our Creation
exhibition in the Summer of 2022, so
I’m appealing to everyone out there
to help again make this theme as
successful as Noah was in 2018.

Our recipe is :
using double knitting wool and size 4
mm needles (old number 8,) cast on
25 stitches, knit 45 rows then cast
off, hopefully you will have a 4 inch
knitted square –wonderful.

I am looking forward, together with
many members of our church, to
As the darker nights creep putting together this new project, so
upon us through the
in anticipation of everyone’s help,
Autumn and Winter
can I in advance thank everyone for
months, we would like as helping out yet again.
many people as possible
to help with this project. So, if you
Happy clicking in the months to
know anyone who can knit, please
come. If you need any help or advice
ask them to help too. All knitted
please ring me on 01270-874491
squares can be left in church, given
to a member of the congregation
With love and blessings to you all
who will bring them into church, or
Bev x
give them to the person who delivers
your Parish Magazine.
To begin with, we are looking for
squares in various shades of green,
blue and brown. Over the next few
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From the Church Registers
Funerals
We offer sympathy to the relatives of those who have died.

On 20th December

Winifred Mulcahy Age 85 years

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, …. Surely goodness and
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.”
(23rd Psalm)

Wedding

We offer our love and congratulations to those who have been joined
in Christian marriage.
On 12th December Lindsey Elspeth Wood to
Richard McKenzie Carr
“ ... clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.… Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect
unity.”
Colossians 3: 12-14)
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Church Collections for November 2021
Week Beginning

07-Nov

£1,093.00

Week Beginning

14-Nov

£761.80

Week Beginning

21-Nov

£297.21

Week Beginning

28-Nov

£114.69

Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and maintenance.
During this unprecedented challenging time we have been streaming our
morning and evening services via Facebook and YouTube, you can also keep
up to date via our website where you can find out about our worship,
church life, giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine.

All Saints’
Community
Christmas Tree
Festival Review
What a fantastic page
review for us in the
Alsager Chronicle in
December.
A huge thank you to all
who organised and
supported the Community
event in any way .
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Laughlines
etcetera...

possible, I'll do this favour for you.
Shortly after that, Joe sadly passes
on.
At midnight a couple of nights later,
Mike is awakened from a sound
sleep by a blinding flash of white
light and a voice calling out to him,
"Mike--Mike."

Two 70 year old men, Mike and Joe,
have been friends all of their lives.
When it's clear that Joe is dying,
Mike visits him every day.

"Who is it? asks Mike sitting up suddenly. "Who is it?"

One day Mike says, "Joe, we both
loved football all our lives, and we
played football on Saturdays together for so many years. Please do
me one favour, when you get to
Heaven, somehow you must let me
know if there's football there."

"Mike--it's me, Joe."
"You're not Joe. Joe just died!"
"I'm telling you, it's me, Joe," insists
the voice."
"Joe! Where are you?"

Joe looks up at Mike from his death
bed," Mike, you've been my best
friend for many years. If it's at all

"In heaven", replies Joe. "I have
some really good news and a little
bad news."
"Tell me the good news first," says
Mike.
"The good news," Joe says," is that
there's football in heaven. Better yet,
all of our old friends who died before
us are here, too. Better than that,
we're all young again. Better still, it's
always spring time and it never rains
or snows. Our wives are there too,
and young and pretty as ever! And
best of all, we can play football all we
want, and we never get tired!!"
That's fantastic," says Mike. "It's beyond my wildest dreams! So what's
the bad news?
"You're in the team for this Saturday.
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chemicals including benzene, toluene
and xylene. Cancer rates in the
surrounding communities are higher.
Recycling plastics involves melting the
Make a New Year’s
solids down in high temperature
Resolution to reduce
furnaces, again increasing carbon
plastic waste
emissions. However, only 9% of plastics
Plastics are everywhere: in water, food, are recycled worldwide.
animal blood, human faeces, Arctic
• Recycling plastics can reduce the
snow and winds in remote parts of the
amount of CO2 produced per
world. Barely a century after they were
tonne of plastic by between 1.1
first synthesised in a laboratory, they
and three tonnes, compared with
have become a ubiquitous feature of
producing the same tonne of
virtually every ecosystem on Earth and
plastic from "virgin" fossil fuels
every aspect of modern life. They are
• But not all plastics can be recycled,
now playing a key role in permanently
including some resins. Even for
changing the climate.
some plastics that can be recycled,
Plastics already produce 3.8% of the
the process can use a lot of energy
world’s greenhouse gas emissions
• Crucially, plastic cannot be recycled
throughout their lifecycle, roughly
indefinitely - unlike glass or
double that produced by aeroplanes.
aluminium
By the end of this decade, the plastics • Every time plastic is recycled its
industry in the USA is due to eclipse the
quality decreases, so on average a
carbon footprint of the country’s
plastic product can only be
remaining coal-fired power stations.
recycled two to three times before
it is no longer used. Therefore,
New data shows that the U.S. plastics
reusing products and reducing
industry is releasing at least 232 million
consumption is important.
tons of greenhouse gases per year,
Scotland
has already announced a ban
equivalent to 116 average-sized coalfired power stations. This threatens to from June 2022 on the use of plastic
cutlery, drink stirrers and food
offset whatever climate progress has
containers made from expanded
been made by shutting down 65% of
their coal-fired power stations and is a polystyrene. At the time of writing
England has launched a public
significant and growing source of
consultation on it and is also
greenhouse gas emissions. But these
considering wet wipes, tobacco filters
are not the only pollutant production
and sachets.
produces. It involves cancer-causing

Recycling & Green Living
Tips
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Food waste
What are the hidden carbon cost of •
wasting food? Around 86% of people •
are unaware that food waste can be
an even bigger contributor to
climate change than plastic waste.
•
•

•

•

Shop savvy - over half the food
we throw away could’ve been
eaten if we had done some
planning in advance! Meal
plans and shopping lists are both
great ways to keep on top of
food waste.
Push pause - your freezer is your
best friend in the fight against
food waste, helping to preserve
food at its best! Being smart
with storage also ensures you
get the most out of your
shopping.
Love leftovers - getting creative
with leftovers, fridge odds and
ends and store cupboard staples
is a fun (and frugal) way to
tackle food waste!

•

declining pollinators.
Make a wildlife pond
Plant a flowering tree or berrybearing shrub and/or native
trees.
Sow a pot or border with nectarrich annuals
Leave a 13cm by 13cm gap in
fences and hedges so that
hedgehogs can move around
which they need to do.

Bar versus liquid soap
Good old-fashioned
bar soap requires little
to no packaging, and
the packaging it does use is usually
recyclable. Much of it can be found
in paper or cardboard packets.

Liquid soaps plastic pump containers
are less recyclable or reusable.
Plastic can only be recycled once and
many local authorities burn it which
emits toxic substances into the
atmosphere.

Ethical Consumer confirms that bar
soaps are less likely to contain
Winter is a good time to make plans petroleum, use less plastic
for your garden. Here are a few
packaging, and have lower emissions
ideas to help wildlife which you can from transportation than liquid
include.
soap. Washing with a bar of soap
• Encourage garden birds and
removes the same amount of
provide shelter – feeders, bird
bacteria and virus as using a plastic
baths and nesting boxes.
dispenser does.
• Let a patch of lawn grow long
Happy New Year Recycling
and don’t mow it until August or
Carol Henshaw
September. This will help
Gardening for wildlife
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Fancy a game of Logo, Dominoes,
Rummikub, Snakes and
Ladders, Ludo, Scabble or
other games.
Then come and join us on
Tuesday at
2. 00 pm
4th January
Enjoy a challenge or
teach others.
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All Saints’ Church Lawton is now open daily
The church is now open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm.

Prayer Chain
We also have a prayer chain to pray for you whatever your need.
If you would like us to pray for you or would like to know more about the
prayer meeting or prayer chain please contact Ann Kennerley—you can
speak to her in church on a Sunday evening, or call her on Tel: 01782
782427

Prayer of the Month
New Year Prayer 2022

Lord of all creation,
Lord of all the years,
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two
pandemic-riddled years. Here we stand at the beginning of a new
year, not knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you,
Lord.
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and
beyond. We will not be afraid, Lord because you have promised
never to leave us, never to forsake us. And you keep your promises.
We are safe.
2022, here we come… expectantly,
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
By Daphne Kitching
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Bible Readings for January Services
Date

Epistle

Gospel

2nd

Ephisians3.1-12

Mathew 2.1-12

9th

Acts 8. 14-17

Luke 3.15-17,21-22

16th

1 Corinthians 12.1-11

John 2.1-11

23rd

1 Corinthians 12.12-31a

Luke 4. 14-21

30th

1 Corinthians 1-13

Luke 2.22-40

Meru’s answers
Teasers
1. In a balloon stationary off the coast
of Ireland. I dropped two wine bottles
off the side, 1 full of wine the other
empty. Which one hit the ground
first.?
Answer = Neither hit the ground I was
over the sea.
2. They can be made, laid down, bent,
and broken, although it is difficult to
touch them, what are they?
Answer = Rules
3. A woman has three daughters who
in turn each have three daughters. If
they all get together in one room,
how many pairs of grandmothers and
granddaughters are there?
Answer = There are nine.
4. What mathematical symbol can you
put between 2 and 3 to make a
number greater than 2, but less than
3.

Please send any material for
inclusion in the February edition
of Lawton Light! by 10th January
To Jane Baker
25 Dairylands Road,
Church Lawton, ST7 3EU
Telephone 01270 876363 or
email:
edtor@allsaintschurchlawton.co
uk

Answer = A decimal point
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Services & Speakers January 2022
8.30am
2nd

9

th

10.45am

6.00pm

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Service of the Word

Bev Boulton

Margaret Cruxton

Bev Boulton

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion

Margaret Cruxton

Philip Atkinson

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

John Varty

John Varty

Margaret Cruxton

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion

Bev Boulton

Philip Atkinson

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

John Varty

Bev Boulton

Epiphany

Baptism of Christ

16th Epiphany 2

23rd Epiphany 3

30th Epiphany 4
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Date

30th January

23rd January

16th January

9th January

2nd January

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

6.000pm

Holy Communion BCP

6.000pm

10.45

Praise & Prayer

Evening Prayer

6.00pm

10.45am

Holy Communion CW

10.45am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion CW

6.00pm

8.30am

Messy Church
Praise and Prayer

Service of the Word

6.00pm

9.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion CW

10.45am

Service
Holy Communion

Time

8.30am

Anne Kennerley

Harold Dowler
Bev Boulton

Yvonne Banks

Jane Baker

Jane Baker

Bev Boulton

Bev Boulton

Gill Marren

Gill Marren

Margaret Cruxton

Margaret Cruxton

Prayers

Jane Baker
Gill Marren

Yvonne Banks
Di Williams
Ann Kennerly
Jane Baker

Gill Marren
Margaret Cruxton
Harold Dowler
Margaret Cruxton

Bev Boulton

Ann Kennerly

Linda Jones
Di Williams

Paul Cruxton
Ruth Griffiths
Gill Marren
Harold Dowler

Readers

Boiler installation,
Plumbing Fully insured
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Odlum’s Garage

LYMER DOORS Ltd
Garage Doors
Industrial Doors
Electric Gates
Security Shutters
Remote Control Systems
Building Plastics

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath
Sales, service, new & used parts,
body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.
Saturday servicing
Tel: 01270-876226
Fax: 01270-876229

01538 388727
www.lymerdoors.co.uk
sales@lymerdoors.co.uk

ALL AREAS COVERED

A warm welcome awaits you at the
Lawton Arms.
Meals served Tuesday to Friday
12-3 & 5-8
Saturday & Sunday 12-8

Specialised conservatory roof cleaning
UPVC fascia's and gutter cleaning
General exterior cleaning and jet
washing
Tel 01782 784432
Mob 07984 828844
info@kc-cleaning.co.uk
www.kc-cleaning.co.uk
7 Coronation Mill
High Street, Mow Cop, Stoke-on-Trent
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