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“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace: the
mountains and the hills will burst into song before you, and
all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
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Who’s Who at All Saints’?
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Jane Baker
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Margaret Cruxton

Tel:01270 876366
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** Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your
home, to listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you.
Nothing is too trivial, and nothing is beyond the reach of God's
love and grace.
All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.
We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your
need.
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Rector Writes – July
2021

and that it will give a huge boost to
the people of Japan.

I'm not normally interested in sport, I
have to confess, but I do get excited
at the big sporting festivals around
the world, like European
Championships and the World Cup
for football, Wimbledon for Tennis
and of course, the Olympic Games.
At these times Christine is bemused
to see me transform into a different
creature – and I sit and watch the
coverage, and pretend to her that I
actually know something about it!

I remember being part of the IT
support teams involved in the World
Student Games in Sheffield in 1991,
and daughter Jennifer was part of
the opening ceremony of the
Manchester Commonwealth Games
in 2002. It feels absolutely amazing
being part of something so much
bigger than yourself, and to be
working alongside so many
dedicated and committed people, all
focused on celebrating the best in
human sporting achievement.

This month will see the start of the
2020 Summer Olympic Games, that
are scheduled to take place in the
Japanese capital between 23 July
and 8 August. The Paralympic Games
are between 24 August and 5
September. Like most things in 2020
they were postponed last year
because of Covid – but this year they
are back.

Of course, sporting imagery features
throughout the Bible, and picks up
those themes of dedication,
commitment and excellence. One of
the most memorable is in the New
Testament letter to the Hebrews:
‘Therefore, since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily
The Olympics is a huge undertaking - entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out
involve 33 competitions and 339
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
events, held across 42 venues. The
the author and perfecter of our
Paralympics feature 539 events,
faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2).
across 22 sports, at 21 venues.
Most events are being hosted in the
Greater Tokyo area, while some
football games and the marathon are
in Sapporo in Hokkaido. I really hope
they go ahead safely and securely,

The Christian life is compared to a
long-distance race, but despite the
struggles and obstacles, there is a
great crowd of witnesses cheering us
on. We have a heavenly Father who
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loves us and a Saviour who has run
Don’t stop too soon
the race before us. If we keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us The story is told of a college
graduation where there were a large
to finish the race.
number of graduates waiting to
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, receive their degrees. Speed was of
the essence, and so as the Chancellor
the British athlete Derek Redmond
was running in the semi-finals of the presented their diplomas, he simply
400 metres. About 250 metres from smiled each time and whispered:
the finish his hamstring tore. He fell “Congratulations, keep moving.”
to the ground in pain and stretcher
It’s actually good advice for all of life,
bearers came over to him. However, and for your Christian life as well.
Redmond was determined to finish
Discovering the reality of God’s love
the race and so he started hopping
for yourself is life-changing, but –
toward the finishing line.
keep moving!
There is so much more that God has
Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's
father, ran out of the stands towards in store for you! Paul in 2 Timothy
says “I
him. “You don't have to do this,” he
have
told his son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek,
fought the
to which his father said, “We're going
good fight,
to finish this together.” They
I have
completed the lap with Derek leaning
finished
on his father's shoulder. As they
the race, I
crossed the finish line, the spectators
have kept
rose to give Derek a standing
the faith.
ovation. Although he didn’t win an
Now there
Olympic medal, Derek Redmond
is in store
finished the race with his father at
for me the
his side.
crown of righteousness, which the
My friends, sometimes the going can Lord, the righteous Judge, will award
be tough, and it feels as if we face it to me on that day....”
alone – but always remember we
have each other and we have God by So, wherever you have reached in
our side. Let’s not forget the
your own faith pilgrimage,
encouragement we have to finish the congratulations, but keep moving!
race!

5

Reflected Faith
series: the spaces
between

This last year, when many of us have
been communicating with others by
phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it
all goes quiet. We feel the need to
‘nudge’ the other person, to make
Most of us have been in situations
sure they are still there. Silence is
where we are not in control, and we not a natural state for many of us –
don’t know how to feel or how to
and yet it is in the quiet we can hear
react to our situation. We need help. ourselves and God most clearly.
The most valuable gift you can have
at those times – is time itself. Time
So, when we talk with God, our
to be ‘listened to’. Really listened to. conversation should not be rushed
But it is not easy to find someone
and one-sided. We need to give
who will ‘actively listen’ to you.
space to our silence before Him, to
wait and listen for Him to speak to
Think of the last time you were in
us.
the reverse position with a friend or
a colleague, and they were talking to This month:
you. How easily do you recall what
Next time you worship in church,
they actually said? Most of us are so listen to the silences: the spaces
busy getting our replies ready for
between the words, the music and
when the person has finished
the actions. Listen to all the prayers
speaking, that we don’t clearly hear that are spoken.
their punch line.
Look at your surroundings and
With God it is different. We can take reflect that they have absorbed
everything to Him; all our worries
thousands of prayers – and holy
and cares and failures and faults.
silence – down the centuries of their
And He listens.
existence.
He doesn’t necessarily jump in with
an instant, easy solution, but rather
He promises to always guide us, if we
ask Him, through life’s challenges,
and He promises to never leave us.

He often speaks to us through his
written word, the Bible.

Look out the window and see the
vastness of the sky above you – and
let your prayers join with those that
have gone before you. May the
knowledge that you are not alone
encourage and strengthen you.
Jo White
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9.00am
Sunday 11th July
Bible Beaches
Messy Church Zoom
Meet Up
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78696003951?
pwd=QWRKMURSL0tLUDRWVmFzaEdJaVZjdz09
Meeting ID: 786 9600 3951
Passcode: xmS4DU

Messy Church collectable bags available from the
beginning of July

If you would like a bag and want
to join us, call Jackie Moss on:
01782 771067
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God in the Sciences
Exploring the Big
Questions: scientists
and theologians
share their views

can be answered, but very often
when you do answer them, they
simply open up yet more questions.
But of course, there are some more
fundamental questions I think
science simply cannot answer…
questions like, ‘Why am I here?’”

Rhoda Hawkins, a physicist at
Sheffield University, has had a
similar experience. “I never cease
to be amazed at quite how
impressive the world is, and how
impressive the mechanisms are for
It’s important to have debates
how things work...It really is
about science and Christian faith
beautiful in many ways, and it leads
and to dig into the hot topics, but
me to think about God. I’m not
we can’t exist solely on a diet of
saying that I have any proof, but
controversy. I find it helpful, at
I’m saying that by looking at the
times, to simply enjoy the wonders world around me it tells me more
revealed by science and the big
about God and it leads me to
questions they raise about meaning worship Him.”
and purpose. What’s the universe
for? What do you do with your
Another scientist who appreciates
feelings of awe and wonder?
beauty is Jeff Hardin, who
Where do we get our sense of the explained that “studying the
value of the living world from? I
wonders of the living world is an
had the privilege of meeting a
exercise in art appreciation. For me,
group of Christian scientists and
God is the creator of everything…
theologians who shared thoughts
so the joy of discovery is also the
about these big questions, and will joy of appreciating the world that
share some of their thoughts here. God has made…and leads me to
thank God for the amazing world
The Oxford-based theologian
that we have to enjoy and to
Alister McGrath shared that
explore.”
“science is wonderful at asking
questions. Some of those questions
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I will close with some words from
Jeff Schloss, who – like the others
quoted above – finds that Christian
faith makes science more satisfying
for him. “Once I became a
Christian…I had the sense that I
was studying the marvels of the
natural world, which are
marvellous in their own right but
become more profoundly engaging
and enticing when one thinks that
you’re studying the works of God.”
Perhaps if we can spend more time
listening to people like this, our
discussions about science and faith
will also be richer and deeper.

The value of making
our church ‘common
ground’
As we seek to reconnect with our
community this summer, how
many local people would find it
easy to even venture into our
church?
Dr Anne Richards, National Adviser,
Mission and Publish Affairs, Church
of England, recently had this to say:

“I think that churches, especially
rural churches, can be sites of
common ground for their
communities, both physically and
spiritually. A lot of people who
contact me think that churches are
private spaces and that they might
not really be ‘allowed’ to walk in
the churchyard or to visit the
church on a casual basis. They are
often surprised by the openness
and welcome of churches.…
Quotes from videos on
Mission flourishes where our
www.wondersofthelivingworld.org ‘commons’ are developed and
offered. Have we developed holy
This series is written by Dr Ruth M habits of neighbourliness and care?
Bancewicz, who is Church
Engagement Director at The
Here at All Saints’ we meet on a
Faraday Institute for Science and
Thursday morning 10-12 to
Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes
“potter around” the churchyard,
on the positive relationship
do join us in our lovely rural
between Science and Christian
setting for a chat, a cup of tea and
faith.
a few odd jobs!
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Meru’s Musings

Tabla rasa
A clean slate
Corpus sine pectore A body without a
3 Teasers (Answers on page 20)
soul.
1.Even if we never win the Olympics,
Helluo librorum
book worm
or get in the Guinness World Records,
A child of fortune
there’s one record that each of us at Fortunae filius
Fortunae filius
A favourite son
one point in our lives, what is it?
Alma mater
A dear mother
2. Hearing a funny gurgling sound
Amicus vitae solatium A friend is a
coming from the kitchen, I went to
solace of life
investigate and found I had left the
Supremum vale
The last farewell
water running. The floor was rapidly
becoming a miniature sea, and
Latin words are pronounced the same
although there were 6 sponges, a mop as English 95% of the time except ‘V’
and a bucket, and a covered floor
is pronounced as ‘W’, C is
drain all within reach, I could not think pronounced as a ‘K’. there are certain
what to do first. What should I have
emphasises on other letters but unless
done?
you meet a centurion, I would not
worry too much about it.
3. If the first third of the atlas shows
Europe and Africa, the second third
Quotes
shows the Americas, and the last part
Charity:
shows everywhere else, in which
• The longest road in the world is the
section will you find the Islets of
one that leads from your pocket.
Langerhans?
• Lend before witnesses but give
Latin Section
without them.
Linquam (Language)
• The greatest charity is to enable the
Latinam (Latin)
poor to earn a living.
Amo (I Love)
Children:
(I love the Latin Language)
• Each child brings his own blessings
into the world.
Latinam prolatio (10 Latin quotes)
Carpe diem quam minimum credula • A child’s life is like a piece of paper
postero
on which every passer-by leaves a
mark.
Seize the day and trust little in
tomorrow
Church:
God so loved the world that he didn't
Ad prasens ova cras pullis sunt
send a committee.
meliors
Meru Ullah
A bird in the hand is worth two in a
bush
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Thank You
On behalf of Christian Aid may I
thank everyone who contributed to
the collection during Christian Aid
Week .

The Difference
So often
I can’t wear the right
clothes,
Speak the right words,
Fit the right mould,
Be the shape people
want me to be,
Expect me to be,
Demand that I am,
To conform.

I have sent a cheque off for £288.00
which will be added to the fund to
build earth dams in villages in Kenya.

These dams will provide water all
year round, for drinking, washing and
growing food.
Many thanks
Linda Jones

But you Lord
Accept me,
Release me,
Make it possible to be
me,
Perfectly free
In Your service,
Open for You
To transform.
By Daphne Kitching
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From the Church Registers
Funerals
We offer sympathy to the relatives of those who have died.
On
On

27th May
25th June

Carole Johnson
Michael Thomas Leese

Age
Age

73
63

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, …. Surely
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
(23rd Psalm)

Church Collections for May 2021
Week Beginning

02 May

£1,019.50

Week Beginning

09 May

£784.61

Week Beginning

16 May

£165.00

Week Beginning

23 May

£224.00

Week Beginning

30 May

£325.36

Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and maintenance.
During this unprecedented challenging time we have been streaming our
morning and evening services via Facebook and YouTube, you can also keep
up to date via our website where you can find out about our worship,
church life, giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine.
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Please help
We do our best to maintain this Churchyard, but
we are sure you appreciate it is a big job.

Basic maintenance costs are £3,400 per year (£65
per week) not including water supply and additional
works such as tree pruning / felling.
Our church members pay for this, there is no financial
assistance from the Council, the Government or the
Church of England to help.
Would you consider making a regular or a one off
donation to help keep the churchyard well maintained?
You can give to All Saints’ Church by:

Text: Simply text: allsaintslawton (followed by a number between 1
and 20 to match your donation) to 70450 i.e. to donate £10, text allsaintslawton10 to 70450.
On-line or Standing Order:
Please visit our website allaintschurchlawton.co.uk for details
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Laughlines
etcetera...

Church notices that didn’t quite
come out right….
The preacher for Sunday next will
be found hanging on the notice
board in the porch.
The minister is going on holiday
next Saturday. Could all missionary
boxes be handed into the vicarage
by Friday evening, at the latest.

Summer is a time when families
spend more time together. With
this in mind…
The real art of conversation is not
only to say the right thing at the
right time, but also to leave unsaid
the wrong thing at the tempting
moment.

Ladies, when you have emptied the
teapot, please stand upside down
in the sink.
There will be a procession in the
grounds of the monastery next
Sunday afternoon. If it rains in the
afternoon, the procession will take
place in the morning.

If they squeeze olives to get olive
oil, how do they get baby oil?
Ever notice that the people who are
late are often much jollier than the
people who have had to wait for
them?

The sacristan was in a hurry to
inform the congregation that their
minister had recovered from an
illness, so he put the following
notice outside the church: God is
good. The vicar is better.
Obvious

A Sunday School teacher asked
her class why Joseph and Mary
took Jesus with them to
Jerusalem.
A small child replied: “They
couldn’t get a baby-sitter.”
Sky at night
The scientific theory I like best is
that the rings of Saturn are
composed entirely of lost airline
luggage.
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Recycling & Green Living
Tips

The problem with microplastics

Microplastics, measure less than
5mm in length and are now found
Helping wildlife in the garden
almost everywhere. They have been
found on the ocean floor and
• Plant wildlife friendly plants and
trees. rowan, barberry, firethorn, estimates range that from 9.25 to
15.86 million tons are in the ocean.
foxglove, thyme, sunflower,
lavender, honeysuckle, sedum,
The New York Times reported that
buddleia, evening primrose and
there are “18 to 24 shopping bags
purple loosestrife; hawthorn,
full of small plastic fragments for
yew, alder buckthorn, elder,
every foot of coastline on every
barberry, holly, rowan, spindle,
continent except Antarctica.”.
dogwood and wild privet. Ivy is an
They have been found in food, tap
especially valuable perennial.
water, bottled water, beer, soft
• Climbing plants on fences and
drinks, rice, honey and sea salt.
walls make roosting and nesting
Microplastics come from a variety of
sites for birds and small animals.
sources: larger pieces of plastic (like
• Hedges are living and foraging
bottles) that break apart into smaller
spaces for wildlife. Good native
and smaller fragments, car tyres,
choices are hawthorn, blackthorn,
plastic beads (e.g. in skin-care
wild rose, holly, elder and hazel.
products), and synthetic fibres.
Berberis and pyracantha provide
We now know that clothing, bedding,
berries for birds.
• Cracks and crevices in walls allow and other textiles shed microplastics
in fibre form and (along with tyre
some plants to grow in them
degradation and road runoff) are
while spiders and solitary bees
major contributors to global plastic
like them. Hollow stems left out
pollution.
during the winter will shelter
insect larvae and pupae.
These microfibres, which are stripped
• A pile of logs in a shady corner
and carried off by friction and
will feed beetle larvae and shelter turbulence in the washing machine,
frogs, toads and slow worms. The enter our wastewater, eventually
now rare stag beetle needs dead ending up in the environment: 2.2
wood to shelter in. If you are
million tons end up in the ocean each
having a bonfire, check that a
year.
hedgehog is not sleeping under it
A few products have emerged to try
first.
and reduce this:
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The Guppyfriend laundry bag and the How to extend the life of your
Cora Ball are two of the bettermobile phone
known options.
There is a growing global e-waste
The yarns in our clothing are made
issue as more and more people own
up of filaments that are twisted
an increasingly large array of devices.
together. During washing, with the
To help put the scale of the problem
effects of water, friction and
in perspective, consider that there
abrasion, and detergents, those
are an estimated 3.5 billion
filaments shed. Different types of
smartphones in the world. Then,
fabric shed more than others.
think about how frequently people in
Synthetic fleece has been shown to more affluent countries upgrade
be one of the fabrics that sheds most their phones. Although yearly
upgrades are becoming less popular,
fibres and it is recommended that
the average iPhone is active for just
you spot clean rather than wash as
18 months and the average Samsung
often as possible.
phone for 16.4 months.
The concern is that not only are
those chemicals toxic in themselves The huge price tag and fewer ground
but they can act as transport vectors -breaking new features make
for other toxins and that plastic lasts upgrading less appealing. Hanging
onto the same phone is beneficial for
for such a long time.
numerous reasons, and it is certainly
Other tactics to reduce microfibre
more sustainable. Here are a few tips
spread are:
on how to extend the life of your cell
phone and keep it running in tip-top
• Do laundry less often.
shape.
• Wash full loads.
• Avoid ‘delicates’ settings on your • Remove unneeded apps and
machine.
files.
• Line-dry your clothes when
• Power down periodically.
possible.
• Get a screen protector and a
• Consider installing a filter on
protective case.
your washing machine or using a • Pick a phone model with a high
laundry bag or laundry ball.
repairability score.
• When it’s time to buy a new
• Replace the battery if needed
washing machine, opt for a front • Resist pressure to upgrade your
-loading model.
phone.
• When buying new clothing, try to
avoid non-natural fibres.
Happy Recycling Carol Henshaw
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All Saints’
Church
Sharing the Love of
Jesus
in our community
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All Saints’ Church Lawton is not open daily
The church is currently closed for private prayer.

Prayer Chain
We also have a prayer chain to pray for you whatever your need.
If you would like us to pray for you or would like to know more about the
prayer meeting or prayer chain please contact Ann Kennerley—you can
speak to her in church on a Sunday evening, or call her on Tel: 01782
782427

Prayer for the Month
When we feel shaken
(Lk 10:42)
Faithful Father,
When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t know
quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we thought
we could control is undermined; remind us that one thing is needed –
to sit at your feet and listen to You.
You are our security. You will never fail those who belong to You
through faith in Your Son, Jesus.
As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on Your Holy
Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace – and Your good plans
for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Bible Readings for July Services
Date

Epistle

Gospel

4th July

Genesis 22.1-19

Mathew 28. 1-15

11th July

1 Samuel 1

Luke 1.5-25

18th July

Daniel 9.1-19

Mathew 6.5-15

25th July

Isaiah 7.10-14

Luke 1.26-56

Meru’s teaser answers
1.Even if we never win the Olympics, or
get in the Guinness Book of records,
there’s one record that each of us at one
point in our lives, what is it?
Answer = Being the youngest person in
the world.
2. Hearing a funny gurgling sound
coming from the kitchen, I went to
investigate and found I had left the
water running. The floor was rapidly
becoming a miniature sea, and although
there were 6 sponges, a mop and a
bucket, and a covered floor drain all
within reach, I could not think what to
do first. What should I have done?
2. Answer = Turned off the tap.
3. If the first third of the atlas shows
Europe and Africa, the second third
shows the Americas, and the last part
shows everywhere else, in which section
will you find the Islets of Langerhans?
Answer = You will not; they are part of
the Pancreas.
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Please send
any material
for inclusion in
the August
edition of
Lawton Light!
by 10th July

To Jane Baker
25 Dairylands Road,
Church Lawton, ST7 3EU
Telephone 01270 876363 or
email:
edtor@allsaintschurchlawton.co
.uk

Services & Speakers July 2021

Only the 10.45 church service is streamed
8.30am
4th

10.45am

6.00pm

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Service of the word

Steve Clapham

Margaret Cruxton

Margaret Cruxton

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion

Steve Clapham

Steve Clapham

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

Steve Clapham

Gill Marren

Gill Marren

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion
BCP

Bev Boulton

Bev Boulton

Trinity 5

11th Trinity 6

18th Trinity 7

25th Trinity 8

A time of reflection
We are continuing with live streaming from
the rectory at 7.30pm on Sunday evenings,
do join us for a service of Night prayer
(Compline) a gentle service of quiet time
and reflection to bring us a perfect end to
the day.
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25th July

18th July

11th July

4th July

Date

Linda Jones
Steve Clapham
Paul Cruxton

Ann Kenerley

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion BCP

10.45am

6.00pm

10.45am

6.00pm

Meru Ullah

Ruth Griffiths

Holy Communion

Holy Communion CW

Praise and Prayer

Harold Dowler

Kate Bell

Readers

8.30am

6.00pm

10.45am

Zoom Messy Church

Service of the Word

6.00pm

09.00am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Service

10.45am

8.30am

Time

Steve Clapham

Bev Boulton

Gill Marren

Kate Bell

Ann Kennerley

Yvonne Banks

Margaret Cruxton

Jane Baker

Prayers

Steve Clapham

Bev Boulton

Christine Clapham

Jane Baker

Ops

Boiler installation,
Plumbing Fully insured
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Odlum’s Garage

LYMER DOORS Ltd
Garage Doors
Industrial Doors
Electric Gates
Security Shutters
Remote Control Systems
Building Plastics

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath
Sales, service, new & used parts,
body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.
Saturday servicing
Tel: 01270-876226
Fax: 01270-876229

01538 388727
www.lymerdoors.co.uk
sales@lymerdoors.co.uk

ALL AREAS COVERED

A warm welcome awaits you at the
Lawton Arms.
Meals served Tuesday to Friday
12-3 & 5-8
Saturday & Sunday 12-8

Specialised conservatory roof cleaning
UPVC fascia's and gutter cleaning
General exterior cleaning and jet
washing
Tel 01782 784432
Mob 07984 828844
info@kc-cleaning.co.uk
www.kc-cleaning.co.uk
7 Coronation Mill
High Street, Mow Cop, Stoke-on-Trent

24

