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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.
.

Jeremiah 29:11

Saturday 25th September Douglas Macmillan coffee morning
Sunday 26th September Harvest and Civic Service
facebook.com/churchlawton

www.allsaintschurchlawton.co.uk

SOUTH CHESHIRE
ALARMS
Quality security systems
tailored to your needs.
Existing systems maintained / upgraded.
C.C.T.V.
All work guaranteed
Free estimates!
Tel: 07771 990064 or 01270 873839

Please support all our
advertisers
If you wish to place an advert
please contact

Jane Baker 25 Dairylands Road,
Church Lawton, ST7 3EU
Telephone 01270 876363 or
email:
editor@allsaintschurchlawton.

WILSONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
(Ivan J Kirkham)
48 Cinderhill Lane
Scholar Green
Stoke-on-Trent
Tel: 01782-785937
NETTLEBANK
MONUMENTAL WORKS
Hanley Road, Smallthorne
Monumental Masons
Renovation a speciality
Tel: 01782-835394
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Who’s Who at All Saints’?

Rev Steve Clapham**
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Alphabet House Liverpool Road West ST7 3DZ
Readers

John Atkins
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Jackie Moss

Tel:01782 771067
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Jane Baker
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Musical Director

Margaret Cruxton

Tel:01270 876366

Church Wardens

** Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your
home, to listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you.
Nothing is too trivial, and nothing is beyond the reach of God's
love and grace.
All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.
We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your
need.
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Rector Writes
Rebuilding and getting back
to normal

I was listening to my 1970s music
play list, and up came ‘Rivers of
Babylon’ by Boney M. It's one of my
favourites from those years of my
youth – I’m sure you know the lyrics
are adapted from the texts of Psalms
19 and 137 in the Hebrew Bible.
Those Psalms are laments written at
the time of the exile of the people of
Israel after having been transported
thousands of miles away from their
homeland and dumped in a new
land, and express their feelings of
dislocation and hopelessness that
everything familiar had been taken
away.

But that wasn’t the end of the story.
After a period of time the
Government changed their minds,
they were told it's time to return –
they were granted their freedom and
encouraged to go back to Jerusalem,
to return home, back to normal.
Their story is told in the books of
Ezra and Nehemiah in the Old
Testament – if you haven’t read
them it's worth reading, but just
remember their situation as you do.
They were given their freedom and
encouraged to go out, to go back to
normal – but I can imagine that
wasn’t easy. They had become
settled and comfortable by the
Rivers of Babylon over the months
and years. They had grown out of
the habits of worship, of making the
effort of going to the Temple each
Sabbath and making their offerings –
and once lost, those habits were
hard to recover.

Now their leaders were calling them
to a new challenge. For years they
had been singing those Psalms and
talking about getting back to normal
The prophet Jeremiah encouraged
– but now that freedom was here it
the people to settle down in their
was different. Their minds were filled
Exile, to build houses and work hard with the difficulties and their fears –
in their new home, because they will the dangers of making the journey
be there for some time. Be
out back to Jerusalem, the difficulties
productive, work hard, grow crops
of rebuilding their lives and their
and keep busy.

4

place of worship, the hardships of
their ‘new normal’.

rebuilding our ways of worship, the
hardships of our ‘new normal’.

The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell
their story, of how they rose to the
challenge and faced down their
fears. They worked together and
rebuilt the Temple – maybe not as

I hope the story of Ezra and
Nehemiah will inspire each one of us
as we respond to the call. I know it is
a difficult journey as we overcome
our fears, and step out in faith. We
do need to find the right balance of
caution and boldness, just like the
people of Israel did. It isn’t without
risk, but then nothing in life is.

grand as it had been, but pretty good
considering. They had to be careful
of course, and keep watch for threats
from neighbours doing them harm,
but they didn’t let that stop them or
hold them back.
This story feels very much like our
own right now, and I’m sure you can
see the connections with what we
have been through these last two
years. We too have been through
the exile and had to adapt and for
many our old habits fell away. Then
we were given the freedom to return
– it's something we’ve longed for,
but perhaps our minds are filled with
the difficulties and fears. I sense that
many of us are fearful of the dangers
of returning, the difficulties of

But I hope we will get everyone to
return – so we can work together
and rebuild our church life – it may
not be as grand as it had been, but
let’s see what we can do together.
We will have to be careful of course,
and keep watch for the threats that
will always be around us -- but we
must not let that stop us or hold us
back – so help us God.
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Reflected Faith
Series: The Bread we
eat

the Greek by way of Latin, and it
means ‘thanksgiving’), reminding us
not only of the tremendous sacrifice
that Christ had made on our behalf,
but also recalling the love and joy
The majority of Sunday morning
that Jesus brings to the community.
services in churches throughout the The word ‘Communion’ comes from
world are based on the Last Supper
something done with others – the
of Jesus.
community. It's done with Christ. It's
done with other worshippers. In
At the Passover meal, on the night
sharing the meal, 'I' becomes 'us'.
before His death, Jesus took bread,
The word ‘Mass’ comes from the
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to
conclusion to the traditional service –
His disciples saying, "This is My body which was in Latin: ‘Ite, missa est.’
given for you;" (Luke 22:19a). He also ‘Go. You are being sent.’ Today we
took wine and passed it to each of
use similar words, ‘Go in peace, to
them and said, "This is My blood,
love and serve the Lord.’
given for you."
At the moment many churches,
These two
especially the Church of England, are
elements, the
only giving bread to the congregation
bread and the
with the priest alone consuming the
wine, continue to wine. So, the meaning underlying
be the central
the taking / the giving of bread is
focus for
more crucial than ever. In some
Christians: doing denominations the bread is literally
what Jesus asked the ‘daily bread’, whilst in others it is
us to do, ‘Do this a ‘wafer’ or yeast free bread – as was
in remembrance of me’.
used at the original Passover.
(Luke 22:19b)
This month: Have a look at the bread
What we call this service varies
that is placed into your hands the
between denominations and even
next time you ‘receive’. How does it
between churches within the same
reflect receiving Christ into your life?
denomination.
It is a way of giving ‘thanks’ as Jesus
did (the word ‘Eucharist’ comes from

The Revd Dr Jo White
considering Holy Communion
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Messy Church is meeting up
Outdoors!!!
Let’s get muddy in September
Look out for more details from Jackie and Steve
in the next few days.
A heads up... be prepared to walk a trail and
have snacks outdoors!

12th September
9.00am to10.00am

In Messy Church children and their parents/carers to have
fun learning about the Christian faith together through
different activities—crafts, cooking, games,
songs…
If you would like to know more about Messy
Church please contact
Jackie Moss on 01782 771067
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Macmillan Coffee
Morning

whenever they’re most needed,
they are there to help people find
the best way through. Their help
is totally focused on each
individual person, so everyone
receives the support that’s best
for them.

It’s a startling fact, but one in two
of us will face cancer during our
Good News! Thanks to the lifting life. Our coffee morning is the
of Covid restrictions we’re able to perfect chance to catch up over a
hold our annual Macmillan Coffee cuppa and a slice of something
morning this year.
delicious and support this great
cause.
We’re hoping you will join us in a
socially distanced way on 25th
So far this year £10,082,117 has
September between 10.30a.m.
been raised which will fund 189
and 12.30p.m. for a cup of coffee Macmillan nurses for a year. I
and home-made cake, to take a
hope you will feel able to support
punt on our tombola and to take our fund-raising efforts and add
some of our delicious cakes
to this total. We look forward to
home.
seeing you on 25th September.
Cancer can affect people’s whole
lives – health, money, family, job;
everything. After more than 100
years of caring Macmillan
recognise that the most
important thing is to treat people
as individuals, not patients. They
take time to understand the
support people need to live their
lives as fully as they can. From the
moment of diagnosis and

Margaret Cruxton

8

Come and join us
at
All Saints’ Church
Church Lawton

For the World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning
Saturday 25th
September 2021

10.30a.m. to 12.30p.m.
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Meru’s Musings

•
•
Teasers
•
Q. What do you put on the table, cut, •
and then pass around, but never
•
actually eat?
•
Q. Egg, fish, foundation, table, bet.
Which is the odd one out?

Q. My kind old aunt collects buttons,
but even in an emergency she
wouldn’t let you sew any of them
onto a garment. Why not?

regius - royal, regal
rusticus - rustic, rural
salvus - safe, sound
serius - serious, grave
simplex - simple
tersus - clean, neat

Thoughtful poem by Kahlih Gibram
Lebanese poet 1883-1931

Love.
Love one another, but not make a
bond of love.
Let it be rather a flowing sea,
Answers on page 20
between the shores of your souls.
Latin Adjectives
Fill each other up, but drink not from
As you browse our list of Latin
one cup.
adjectives, you may have a bit of a
Give one another of your bread but
familiar feeling. By various estimates, eat not from the same loaf.
anywhere between 20 and 60
Sing and dance together and be
percent of English vocabulary comes joyous but let each one of you be
straight from Latin.
alone.
Even as the strings of a lute are alone
• bardus - slow, dull
though they quiver with the same
• brevis - short, brief
music.
• comminus - in close combat
Give your hearts but not into each
• electus - chosen
other’s keeping,
• extremus - last, extreme
For only the hand of life can contain
• gravatus - sick, ill
your heart.
• gravis - heavy, serious,
And stand together yet not too near
important, grievous
together.
For the pillars of a temple stand
• honorabilis - respectful
apart.
• ignarus - ignorant
And the Oak tree and the Cypress
• immortalis - immortal
grow not in each other’s shadow
• incorruptus - genuine, pure
• liquidus - fluid, liquid, flowing
• prudens - prudent, wise
Meru Ullah
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months, we will have updates on
how the squares are coming along
and what different colours we will be
requiring to complete the project
and of course more exact details
about our exhibition date.

CREATION
Our Community
Knitting Exhibition
Summer 2022

Again using our tried recipe of 4 inch
knitted squares.

Our recipe is :
Good News—with the lifting of the
using double knitting wool and size 4
coronavirus restrictions we are now mm needles (old number 8,) cast on
looking to relaunch our Creation
25 stitches, knit 45 rows then cast
exhibition in the Summer of 2022, so off, hopefully you will have a 4 inch
I’m appealing to everyone out there knitted square –wonderful.
to help again make this theme as
successful as Noah was in 2018.
I am looking forward, together with
many members of our church, to
As the darker nights creep putting together this new project, so
upon us through the
in anticipation of everyone’s help,
Autumn and Winter
can I in advance thank everyone for
months, we would like as helping out yet again.
many people as possible
to help with this project. So, if you
Happy clicking in the months to
know anyone who can knit, please
come. If you need any help or advice
ask them to help too. All knitted
please ring me on 01270-874491
squares can be left in church, given
to a member of the congregation
With love and blessings to you all
who will bring them into church, or
Bev x
give them to the person who delivers
your Parish Magazine.
To begin with, we are looking for
squares in various shades of green,
blue and brown. Over the next few
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From the Church Registers
Funerals
We offer sympathy to the relatives of those who have died.
On
On
On

16h August
20th August
25th August

Graham Proctor Age 83 years
Norma Rafferty Age 85 years
Nora Sherratt
Age 76 years

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, …. Surely
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
(23rd Psalm)

Baptisms
On the basis of a confession of faith in God, we warmly welcome this
person into the Christian family of All Saints’ Church.

On

5th September Henry James Smith

“I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.”
Ephesians 3:18-19
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Church Collections for July 2021
Week Beginning

4th

£890.00

Week Beginning

11th

£873.61

Week Beginning

18th

£432.60

Week Beginning

25th

£165.90

Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and maintenance.
During this unprecedented challenging time we have been streaming our
morning and evening services via Facebook and YouTube, you can also keep
up to date via our website where you can find out about our worship,
church life, giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine.

•
•
•
•
•

Harvest at All Saints’
Please join us at our Harvest
Festival Service on 26th
September10.45 am. We are
donating your gifts to the Alsager &
District food bank.
We are asking for gifts of nonperishable food – items that can be
given, stored and distributed to
people in genuine need. Opposite is
a list of much needed items :

SUGAR
MILK (long life)
POTATOES (tinned, powder etc)
BISCUITS
RICE
• SANITARY WEAR
• NAPPIES
• SOAP
• SHAMPOO
• TOOTH PASTE
I am told that the food bank
already has adequate stocks of
baked beans and soups!
As God has blessed us so much all
through this year, let us be a
blessing to him and to others by
being generous in our purchasing
and generous in giving it away.

13

Laughlines
etcetera...
A few thoughts…
Why is it that everyone can
remember their childhood phone
number, but can’t remember the
password they set up yesterday?
Overall, chickens have probably
flown further as an airline meal
than they have as a species.

Flying bishop
The new Bishop wanted a bird’s
eye view of his new diocese, so he
had an idea. He rang his local
airfield to charter a flight, and was
told that a twin-engine plane
would be waiting for him. Arriving
at the airfield, the bishop spotted a
plane warming up outside a
hangar. He jumped in, slammed
the door shut, and shouted, “Let’s
go!”
At once the pilot taxied out, swung
the plane into the wind and took
off. Once in the air, the bishop
spent several minutes enjoying the
views, and looking for local
landmarks. Finally, he instructed
the pilot, “Fly down the valley now
and make low passes so I can take
pictures of some of the best of the
old parish churches.”

The sentence, ‘Are you as bored as I
am?’, can be read backwards and
still make sense.

“Why?” asked the pilot.
“Because I’m the new bishop,” he
replied happily, adjusting his
camera, “and I want some good
aerial views of my diocese.”
The pilot was silent for a moment.
Finally he stammered, “So, what
you’re telling me, is, you’re NOT
my flight instructor?”
It was our Harvest Festival Sunday.
My husband had cut his ear while
shaving. We arrived at the church
just in time to sing: ‘First the blade
and then the ear’.
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autumn. You will see lots of
invertebrates on it.
• Piles of rocks provide daytime
shelter for nocturnal beetles
• Grow pollen-rich open flowers
• Replace artificial grass with real
grass
• Make sure water butts have a cover
so that they can’t fall in
• Leave a pile of logs to provide
shelter
•Have a pond

Recycling & Green Living
Tips
How long should appliances last?

We are often too quick to replace
appliances the minute a problem
develops but if we are going to
minimise the effect of carbon on our
climate, we must do things differently.
To offset the CO2 caused by
manufacturing, a washing machine's
optimal lifetime is 17-23 years. Most
people keep theirs for much less.
Bringing back beetles
Many of our beetles are declining in
numbers due to habitat loss, use of
pesticides, climate change and loss of
connected habitats. We can do a lot in
our gardens to help them and here
are a few ideas which you can put in
your garden.
• A beetle bank is a mound of topsoil
about 1 metre long and 30cm high.
The top can be flat or rounded. Sow
some meadow grass seed on it and
let it grow. In sunny weather, water
it with a spray. Let the grass grow all
summer and cut back to 5cm in the

Helping other wildlife
Wildlife needs space to thrive and to
move around. Many creatures range
over quite large areas to feed and
survive but our gardens can cause
problems due to barriers. Hedges are
fine because there is space to get
through but walls and fences can be
difficult. Here is some advice from the
RSPB:
•If you have a fence, consider cutting

a hedgehog highway at ground level
by creating a series of holes about
13cm wide and high (check with your
neighbour first)
•Grow climbing plants up a wall,
which can provide a climbing route
for wildlife
•Leave a strip of longer grass across
your lawn to provide cover for
wildlife to get across your space
safely
Happy Recycling
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Carol Henshaw
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All Saints’
Church
Sharing the Love of
Jesus
in our community
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All Saints’ Church Lawton is now open daily
The church is now open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm.

Prayer Chain
We also have a prayer chain to pray for you whatever your need.
If you would like us to pray for you or would like to know more about the
prayer meeting or prayer chain please contact Ann Kennerley—you can
speak to her in church on a Sunday evening, or call her on Tel: 01782
782427

Prayer for the Month
September Prayer

Dear Lord,
September – the month of new beginnings for many, as summer
fades and school and college terms start.
After such a strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with
warnings to be cautious, it is hard to know what to expect this
September.
We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to see us
through whatever it turns out to be.
Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake
you… (Hebrews 13:5)
Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you – and to be
thankful for each September day.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Bible Readings for September Services

Date

Epistle

Gospel

5th September

1 Kings 16.29-17.7

Luke 4.24-26

12th September

2 Chronicles 33.1-20

Matthew 21.28 -32

19th September

2 Chronicles 34

Luke 15.7

26th September

Psalm 104.1-15

No Gospel reading

Meru’s answers

Please send any
material for
inclusion in the
October edition
of Lawton
Light! by 10th
September

Q. What do you put on the table,
cut, and then pass around, but
never actually eat.
A. A deck of cards.
Q. Egg, fish, foundation, table, bet.
Which is the odd one out ?
A. You can’t lay a fish.

To Jane Baker
25 Dairylands Road,
Church Lawton, ST7 3EU
Telephone 01270 876363 or
email:
edtor@allsaintschurchlawton.co
.uk

Q. My kind old aunt collects
buttons, but even in an emergency
she wouldn’t let you sew any of
them onto a garment. Why not?
A. She collects buttons from
radios, televisions, and lifts.
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Services & Speakers September 2021
Only the 10.45 am service is streamed

8.30am
5th

10.45am

6.00pm

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Service of the Word

Steve Clapham

Steve Clapham

Steve Clapham

Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion

Margaret Cruxton

Margaret Cruxton

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

Steve Clapham

Bev Boulton

Bev Boulton

Trinity 14

12th Trinity 15

19th Trinity 16

26th Trinity 17 Civic Service & Harvest
Praise & Prayer

Holy Communion
BCP

Steve Clapham

Steve Clapham

A time of reflection
We are continuing with live streaming from the
rectory at 7.30pm on Sunday evenings, do join us
for a service of Night prayer (Compline) a gentle
service of quiet time and reflection to bring us a
perfect end to the day.
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26th September

19th September

12th September

5th September

Date

Service of the Word

6.00pm

Linda Jones
Harold Dowler

Holy Communion BCP

6.00pm

Ann Kennerley

Kate Bell

Steve Clapham

Ruth Griffiths

Civic Service and
Harvest Festival

Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Holy Communion CW

Praise and Prayer

Harold Dowler

Margaret Mellor

Readers

10.45am

6.00pm

10.45am

8.30am

6.00pm

10.45am

Messy Church

Holy Communion

10.45am

9.00am

Holy Communion

Service

8.30am

Time

Bev Boulton

Jane Baker

Gill Marren

Kate Bell

Prayers

Steve Clapham

Jane Baker

Christine Clapham

Bev Boulton

Ops

Boiler installation,
Plumbing Fully insured
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Odlum’s Garage

LYMER DOORS Ltd
Garage Doors
Industrial Doors
Electric Gates
Security Shutters
Remote Control Systems
Building Plastics

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath
Sales, service, new & used parts,
body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.
Saturday servicing
Tel: 01270-876226
Fax: 01270-876229

01538 388727
www.lymerdoors.co.uk
sales@lymerdoors.co.uk

ALL AREAS COVERED

A warm welcome awaits you at the
Lawton Arms.
Meals served Tuesday to Friday
12-3 & 5-8
Saturday & Sunday 12-8

Specialised conservatory roof cleaning
UPVC fascia's and gutter cleaning
General exterior cleaning and jet
washing
Tel 01782 784432
Mob 07984 828844
info@kc-cleaning.co.uk
www.kc-cleaning.co.uk
7 Coronation Mill
High Street, Mow Cop, Stoke-on-Trent
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